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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Withdrawn) A computer-implemented method for transferring data to, or 
from, an implanted medical device (IMD) programming unit via a server 
arrangement that is coupled to a network, comprising: 

establishing communication connection between the server arrangement 
and the IMD programming unit; and 

in response to data received at the server arrangement and destined for 
the IMD programming unit, intercepting data contaminants in the received data. 

2. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, further comprising, encrypting data 
exchanged between the IMD programming unit and the server arrangement. 

3. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 2, further comprising programming the 
IMD programming unit with default user preference data stored in the server 
arrangement. 

4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of establishing the 
communications connection includes establishing a wireless communication 
connection. 

5. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 2, further comprising denying 
unauthorized access to the IMD programming unit via the server arrangement. 

6. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , further comprising programming the 
IMD programming unit with default user preference data. 

7. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein establishing the 
communications connection includes establishing a wireless communication 
connection. 



PAGE 3(9 • RCVD AT 1(512005 3:28:37 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:7635146982 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-12 



JAN. 5.2005 2:29PM 7635146982 MEDTRONIC NO. 3729 P. 4 

Appl. No, 10/035,462 
Amdt dated January 5, 2O05 
Reply to Office Action of Oct 5, 2004- 
Page 3 

8. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, and further comprising denying 
unauthorized access to the IMD programming unit via the server arrangement. 

9. (Withdrawn) An apparatus for exchanging data with a plurality of 
implanted medical device (IMD) programming units via a server arrangement that 
is coupled to a network, comprising: 

means for establishing communication connections between the server 
arrangement and the plurality of IMD programming units; and 

means, responsive to data received at the server arrangement and 
destined for the IMD programming units, for intercepting data containing data 
contaminants. 

10. (Currently Amended) A system for programming implanted medical devices 
(IMDs), comprising: 

a data network; 

an IMD programming unit to send data to, and retrieve data from, an IMD; 

and 

a gateway server arrangement communicatively coupled to the IMD 
programming unit, the server arrangement having configured to provide an 
interface b e t ween tho IMD programming unit and a network interface intercepting 
data contaminants included in and for data received via the network and 
destined for the IMD programming uni t, the ocrvor arran g ement further 
G onfigurod to intorcept data contaminants included in tho data . 

11. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the IMD programming unit 
and the server arrangement are further configured to exchange encrypted data. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the server arrangement 
includes a radio signal transceiver coupled to the IMD programming unit 
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13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the server arrangement is 
coupled to the lMD programming unit by an electrically conductive wire. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the server arrangement is 
coupled to the IMD programming unit by an optical fiber. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the server arrangement is further 
configured to address the IMD programming unit using dynamic host Internet 
Protocol (IP) address assignments. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the server arrangement is further 
configured to deny unauthorized access to the IMD programming unit that is 
attempted over the network. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the server arrangement is coupled 
to multiple IMD programming units. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the server arrangement is coupled 
to an administrative user interface provided to configure at least one of the server 
arrangement and the IMD programming unit. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the server arrangement includes a 
storage device, and wherein at least some of the data received via the network 
and destined for the IMD programming unit is stored in the storage device. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the server arrangement includes a 
storage device, wherein the IMD programming unit executes programmable 
instructions, and wherein at least some of the programmable instructions 
executed by the IMD programming unit are stored in the storage device. 
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